
 
 

 

                
 

EESL and USAID Announce the  
“Healthy and Energy Efficient Buildings” Initiative  

 
New Delhi, June 5: On World Environment Day, Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL) in 
partnership with the U.S. Agency for International Development’s (USAID) MAITREE program, 
launched the “Healthy and Energy Efficient Buildings” initiative that will pioneer ways to make 
workplaces healthier and greener. As part of this pilot initiative, EESL has taken the leadership by 
being the first to implement this framework in its own offices.  

Saurabh Kumar, EESL Managing Director, stated, “This initiative is addressing the challenges of 
retrofitting existing buildings and air conditioning systems so that they are both healthy and energy 
efficient. We hope that this pilot will pave the way for other buildings to take appropriate steps to 
be healthy and energy efficient. As always, our work is for the public and for the benefit of 
everyone, and our partnership with USAID will help scale it up.” 

Poor air quality has been a concern in India for quite some time and has become more important 
in light of the COVID pandemic. As people return to their offices and public spaces, maintaining 
good indoor air quality is essential for occupant comfort, well-being, productivity and the overall 
public health.  

Most buildings in India are not equipped to establish and maintain healthy indoor air quality and 
need to be upgraded. Such retrofit measures, like increasing outside air and additional filtration in 
the air conditioning system, typically come at the cost of occupant comfort and increased energy 
use. Nor are there standardized approaches to retrofitting. 

The EESL office pilot will address this problem by developing specifications for future use in 
other buildings throughout the country, as well as aid in evaluating the effectiveness and cost 
benefits of various technologies and their short and long-term impacts on air quality, comfort, and 
energy use.  

Ramona El Hamzaoui, USAID Acting Mission Director to India, said, “USAID is proud of its 
partnership with EESL. It is inspiring to see that EESL has taken the lead by being the first to 
implement the idea in its own office in New Delhi. This pioneering effort, built in large part on 
our partnership, will address air quality and energy use concerns in buildings — directly 
improving comfort, health, productivity, and ultimately the quality of life of citizens in India and 
South Asia.” 

Mr. Kumar and Ms. El Hamzaoui released a joint video message on Twitter explaining how the 
pilot will work and showcasing how EESL employees feel safer returning to the workplace. The 
video can be viewed here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfeZjEQKa-c 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NfeZjEQKa-c
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For more information, contact:  
Neha Bhatnagar, Manager, Public Relations- EESL, nbhatnagar@eesl.co.in  
Apurva Chaturvedi, Sr. Clean Energy Specialist, USAID/India, achaturvedi@usaid.gov  

 
About EESL: Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), under the administration of Ministry 
of Power, Government of India, is working towards mainstreaming energy efficiency and is 
implementing the world’s largest energy efficiency portfolio in the country. Driven by the mission 
of Enabling More – more transparency, more transformation, and more innovation, EESL aims to 
create market access for efficient and future-ready transformative solutions that create a win-win 
situation for every stakeholder. EESL has pioneered innovative business approaches to 
successfully roll-out large-scale programs that allow for incentive alignment across the value chain 
and rapidly drive transformative impact. EESL aims to leverage this implementation experience 
and explore new overseas market opportunities for diversification of its portfolio. As on date, 
EESL has begun its operations in UK, South Asia and South-East Asia. 

About USAID: USAID is the world’s premier international development agency and a catalytic 
actor driving development results. USAID’s work advances U.S. national security and economic 
prosperity, demonstrates American generosity, and promotes a path to recipient self-reliance and 
resilience.  

About MAITREE: The Market Integration and Transformation Program for Energy Efficiency 
(MAITREE) is aimed at accelerating the adoption of cost-effective energy efficiency as a standard 
practice within buildings, and specifically focuses on cooling. MAITREE is a part of the US-India 
bilateral Partnership between the Ministry of Power and USAID. The program works closely with 
Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), Indian 
Railways, as well as other government agencies and public and private sector partners. MAITREE 
supports large-scale energy efficiency deployment in the country through cutting edge technology, 
innovative business models, and end-user engagement. 
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